Follow Radio 4’s example and go on holiday with a British Museum expert


To replace its long-running Book of the Week show – finally wobbling off to the big library in the sky – Radio 4 has announced a landmark 100-part history series. A History of the World in 100 Objects - made in collaboration with the British Museum, and presented by its director Neil MacGregor – will tell the complete story of civilization with the aid of 100 of the museum’s most important artefacts.


But why not learn about the world away from your wireless?  The Traveller – formerly the British Museum Traveller – is the UK’s leading cultural operator, offering unusual tours and scarcely-known destinations.  More to the point, it’s still closely associated with the British Museum: many of its subject-leading lecturers are, or once were, curators there.   They boast unrivalled contacts books that regularly open otherwise closed doors.  Better yet, their tours often include an exclusive ‘private view’ of the relevant British Museum collection prior to departure. Here are three examples of The Traveller tours with British Museum luminaries:



-The Turquoise Trail: Exploring Moctezuma’s Mexico

The British Museum’s current major Moctezuma exhibition was curated by Colin McEwan, and it’s the man himself who leads this corresponding tour. It follows the import route of the Aztec’s fabled mineral, turquoise, through old ceremonial sites, mariachi lands and tequila towns, finishing in the (now underground) pyramids of Mexico City.  The most famous turquoise artefact is the Double-headed serpent <http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture/gallery/2009/nov/25/british-museum-world-history-objects?picture=356071171> , one of Neil McGregor’s 100 Objects, and a relic that embodies how the Aztec empire both rose and fell.
Departing 16 September, the 15-day tour costs £3,250 pp*. Based on 2-5 star accommodation with breakfast plus two dinners.



-Syria – Land of Zenobia

A tour led by Paul Collins: curator in the British Museum’s Department of the Middle East. The trip looks at Syria’s strategic location at the crossroads of extensive caravan routes linking the Mediterranean with the East, admires sunrise in Palmyra, picks through the souks of Damascus, meanders around abandoned cities and stays near giant waterwheels on the River Orontes. This is a place where you’ll feel more like a traveller than a tourist.

Departing 2 October, the 12-day tour costs £2,275*. Based on 3-5 star accommodation  with half board. 



-Lure of the Lebanon

New for The Traveller for 2010, this tour’s led by Sarah Collins. She’s an Assistant Keeper in the Middle East Department at the British Museum – which basically means she’s pretty high up and very knowledgeable. Sarah’s tour takes both major and unknown sites, including Baalbek’s Temple of the Sun, the ancient ruins of the evacuated Phoenician port Tyre, beautiful rock grottoes, cedarwood trading sites and the stylish Lebanese capital of Beirut.
Departing 2 April, the eight-day tour costs £1,595 pp*. Based on four-star accommodation with breakfast. 



* Prices include flights from London, all transfers, and the services of tour staff and the lecturer. Call The Traveller on 020 7269 2770 (www.the-traveller.co.uk <http://www.the-traveller.co.uk/> ).
